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ISRAEL (YISRA’EL) & JUDAH (YDHUDAH) 


The Hebrew monarchy appeared in the second half of the 11 th century BC. According to the Bible, the 
kingdom was established in an effort to repel hostile neighbors like the Philistines, but from the very start there 
was much friction between pragmatic kings like Sa’ul (Saul) and inflexible monotheistic prophets like Samu’el 
(Samuel). Nevertheless, the kingdom is said to have flourished under Dawid (David), who moved the capital to 
Jerusalem, and Salomoh (Solomon), who built the one Temple to the one God, but was divided after the latter’s 
death. The northern tribes seceded from Judah and formed the kingdom of Israel. Richer and more powerful 
than Judah, Israel prospered under the dynasties founded by c Omri (Omri) and Yehu’ (Jehu), and generally held 
its own against the hostile Aramaeans of Damascus, but fell prey to Assyrian expansion, culminating with the 
conquest of the capital Samaria in 710. Judah, faithful to the Davidic dynasty and in possession of Jerusalem and 
its Temple, is presented in the Scriptures as rather more fervent in upholding Hebrew monotheism, especially 
under the pious kings Hizqiyahu (Hezekiah) and Yo’siyahu (Josiah); but it remained dependent on greater 
powers, and was conquered by the Babylonians in 586. After half a century of Babylonian Captivity, the Jewish 
elite was allowed to return to Jerusalem by the Persians in 539. 

The chronology of the kings of Israel and Judah is based on the plentiful Biblical data for their reigns and 
synchronisms, which, if taken as is, exhibits numerous inconsistencies and errors. The arrangement followed here 
is adapted with minor emendations from G. Galil, The Chronologies of the Kings of Israel and Jttdah (Leiden, 
1996), who seems to resolve most of the chronological problems. 

Names are rendered in their Hebrew forms, with Tiberian vowels and non-aspirated consonants, followed by 
the standard English rendering in parentheses. 


c.1040—1010 


1010—1008 
1008—970 

970-931 

931 


931-914 
914-911 
911—870 
870—845 
845—841 
841—841 
841-835 
835—801 
801—776 
776-736 

736-716 

716-697 


Rulers at Gilgal (Gilgal), Mahanaim (Mahanayim), and Jerusalem (Yarusalayim) 

Sa’ul {Saul) ... son of Qis {Kish), son of’Abi’el {Abiel)', son of Saror ( Zeror) from the tribe 
ofBinyamin {Benjamin)-, at Gilgal 
’Es-Ba'al {Eshbaal )'-... son of Sa’ul; at Mahanaim 

Dawid {David) ... son ofYisay {Jesse), son of r Obed {Obed), son of Bo'az {Boaz) from the tribe of 
Yahudah {Judah ); rival at Hebron (Hebron) since 1010; moved capital to Jerusalem 1001 
Salomoh ( Solomon )j ... son of Dawid 
Rahab'am {Rehoboam) ... son of Salomoh; Judah 931—914 
(division into Israel and Judah 931) 

Rulers of Judah at Jerusalem (Yarusalayim) 

Rahab'am {Rehoboam) ... son of Salomoh; lost Israel 931 
’Ablyah/’Ablyam (. Abijah/Abijam) ... son of Rahab'am 
’Asa’ {Asa) ... son of ’Abiyah/’Abiyam 
Yahosapat (Jehoshaphat) ... son of’Asa’ 

Yahoram (Jehoram) ... son of Yahosapat; associated 851 
’Ahazyahu {Ahaziah) ... son of Yahoram 

'Atalyahu (. Athaliah) ... mother of’Ahazyahu; daughter of’Ah’ab of Israel 
Yaho’as {Jehoash) ... son of’Ahazyahu; dated reign from 841 
’Amasyahu {Amaziah) ... son of Yaho’as; associated 805 
'Azaryah/'Uzziyahu {Azariah/Uzziah) ... son of’Amasyahu; associated 788 
+ Yotam (Jotham) ... son of'Azaryah/'Uzziyahu; associated 758—741 
’Ahaz (. Ahaz ) ... son of Yotam; associated 741 
Hizqiyahu {Hezekiah) ... son of’Ahaz 


1 Elsewhere called Ner (Ner), but this was the name of Sa’ul’s uncle. 
1 Also called ’Is-boset (Ish-bosheth). 

5 Originally named Yadidyah (Jedidiah). 
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697—641 
641—640 
640—609 
609 
609 — 598 
598-597 
597-586 


931—910 

910—909 

909—886 

886-885 

885 

885—874 

874-853 

853-851 

851—841 

841—814 

814—804 

804—791 

791-750 

750-749 

749 

749-738 

738-736 

736-730 

730—710 


Monasseh ( Manasseh) ... son of Hizqiyahu 
’Amon (Anion) ... son of Manasseh 
Yo’siyahu (Josiah) ... son of’Amon 

Yaho’ahaz (Jehoahaz) ... son ofYo’siyahu; deposed, died 609: 

Yahoyaqim (Jehoiakim ) 4 5 ... son ofYo’siyahu 

Yahoyakin (Jehoiachin )s ... son of Yahoyaqim; deposed, died 561: 

Sidqiyahu ( Zedekiah ) 6 7 8 ... son ofYo’siyahu; deposed, died 586: 

(final conquest by Nabu-kudurri-usur II of Babylonia 586) 

Rulers of Israel at Shechem (Sakem), Tirzah (Tirsah), and Samaria (Somaron) 

Yarob'am I (Jeroboam) ... son of Nabat (Nebat) from the tribe of ’Eprayim (Ephraim); 

rebelled against Rahab'am of Judah at Shechem 
Nadab (Nadab) ... son ofYarob'am I 

Ba'sa’ (Baasha) ... usurper; son of’Ahiyah (Ahijah) from the tribe ofYissakar ( Issachar ); 

moved capital to Tirzah 
’Elah (Elah) ... son of Ba'sa’ 

Zimri (Zimri) ... usurper 

'Omri (Omri) ... usurper; moved capital to Samaria 879 
— Tibni (Tibni) ... usurper; son of Ginat ( Ginath ); rival 885—880 
’Ah’ab (Ahab) ... son of'Omri 
’Ahazyahu (Ahaziah) ... son of’Ah’ab 
Yahoram JehoramjM ... son of’Ah’ab 

Yahu’ Jehu) ... usurper; son of Yahosapat Jehoshaphat), son of Nimsi (Nimshi) 

Yaho’ahaz Jehoahaz) ... son ofYahu’; associated 810 

Yaho’as Jehoash) s ... son of Yaho’ahaz; associated 806 

Yarob'am II Jeroboam) ... son ofYaho’as 

Zakaryahu (Zechariah) ... son of Yarob'am II 

Sallum (Shallum) ... usurper; son of Yabes Jabesh) 

Manahem (Menahem) ... usurper; son of Gadi (Gadi) 

Paqahyah (Pekaniah) ... son of Manahem 

Peqah (Pekah) ... usurper; son of Ramalyahu (Remaliah) 

Hosea' (Eboshea) ... usurper; son of’Elah (Elah); deposed, 9 died 710: 

(final conquest by Sarru-kln II of Assyria 710) 


4 Originally named ’Elyaqim (Eliakim). 

5 Originally named Yakonyah (Jeconiah). 

6 Originally named Mattanyah (Mattaniah). 

7 Often referred to by the abbreviated name Yoram Joram). 

8 Often referred to by the abbreviated name Yo’as Joash). 

9 In Assyrian captivity since 711, the last two years of his reign would have corresponded to the siege of Samaria 
(711—710). Galil (1996) has the accession of Hosea' in 731, followed by an interregnum in 711—710, but this 
would break his synchronisms with Hizqiyahu of Judah; the present arrangement keeps these synchronisms 
unbroken and uses an alternative synchronism between Hosea' and Tukultl-apil-Esarra III of Assyria in 719 
instead of 731: for this possibility, see Galil (1996): 157, n. 5. 



